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Introduction

HOPE Worldwide-Pakistan launched the
"Kotahitanga: Kiwi Connections" project with
the goal of bridging cultural diversity in New
Zealand by promoting understanding and
respect for Maori culture and heritage. This
initiative was designed to support the
integration of migrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers, fostering a sense of belonging and
unity within the community. The project was
made possible through the generous support
of our partners and sponsors, including The
Trust.

Executive Summary

This report provides a comprehensive overview of the "Kotahitanga: Kiwi
Connections - Bridging Cultural Diversity in New Zealand" project, implemented by
HOPE Worldwide-Pakistan. The project aimed to foster cultural understanding,
social inclusion, and community engagement among migrants, refugees, asylum
seekers, and individuals from diverse ethnic backgrounds. Key activities included
visits to the Treaty Grounds, Marae visits, Treaty of Waitangi workshops, and a
National Hui. The report highlights the project's achievements, outcomes,
challenges, and the lasting impact it has had on participants and the wider
community.




Project Activities and Implementation

Treaty Grounds Visit

HOPE Worldwide-Pakistan organized a day trip to the Treaty Grounds, bringing together
migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and individuals from diverse ethnic backgrounds.
Participants were welcomed with a traditional Maori Powhiri, followed by a guided tour
of the Treaty House and Te Kongahu Museum of Waitangi. This experience deepened
participants' understanding of New Zealand’s history and fostered new relationships
within the community.

Special Marae Visit

HOPE Worldwide-Pakistan organized a special Marae visit to further integration and
cultural appreciation. The event brought together refugees, asylum seekers, and new
members under the Community Refugee Sponsorship Program. Participants engaged in
interactive workshops, language sessions, and cultural performances, all within the
sacred space of the Wharenui (meeting house). The visit strengthened community ties
and provided an immersive experience in Maori culture.

Treaty of Waitangi Workshops

A series of Treaty of Waitangi workshops were conducted to educate participants about
the significance of the Treaty in New Zealand’s history and its ongoing relevance. These
workshops included discussions on Maori customs, traditions, and values, and featured
expert facilitators who guided participants through interactive learning sessions.

National Hui

A National Hui was held to bring together diverse community members for a day of
dialogue, collaboration, and cultural exchange. The Hui focused on fostering
relationships, building understanding, and celebrating the rich diversity within New
Zealand. Participants shared their experiences, learned from one another, and formed
lasting connections that contribute to a more inclusive society.
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Measuring Success and Outcomes

Outcome 1: Enhanced Cultural
Understanding

Indicators: Pre- and post-event assessments
showed significant increases in participants'
knowledge of Maori culture and the Treaty of
Waitangi.

Achievements: Participants demonstrated a
deeper appreciation for Maori heritage, as
reflected in survey feedback and testimonials.

Outcome 2: Improved Social
Inclusion

Indicators: Follow-up surveys indicated a
strong sense of belonging among participants,
with many reporting new friendships and
community connections.

Achievements: The project successfully
integrated participants into the broader
community, reducing feelings of isolation.

Outcome 3: Strengthened Community
Engagement

Indicators: Higher attendance and
participation rates in community events post-
project.

Achievements: The project led to sustained
engagement, with participants actively
involved in subsequent cultural and
community activities.




Impact Stories and Testimonials

Participant Stories:
Testimonial 1: "The visit to the Treaty Grounds was an eye-opening experience. | felt

connected to the history of New Zealand in a way | never had before."

Testimonial 2: "The Marae visit was a beautiful experience. The warmth of the Maori
community made me feel at home in this new country."

Community Impact:

The project has had a lasting impact on the community, with participants continuing to engage in
cultural activities and building stronger, more inclusive relationships.
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Conclusion and Future Recommendations

The "Kotahitanga: Kiwi Connections" project has successfully fostered cultural understanding, social
inclusion, and community engagement among diverse communities in New Zealand. The project’s
activities have created lasting bonds and deepened participants' connections to their new home. Moving
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forward, we recommend continuing these initiatives on a larg®"'&cal® "aRd" expfofiig additional

opportunities for cultural exchange and collaboration. @ South Sudanese @ Uganda @ Russian
@ Congo @ ran Brundi
Afghanistan Tibet Burma
@ Refugees Asylum seekers @ Migrants

@ Ethopia @ Eriteria

Ethopia

Burma 8 Indian

34

) 10
Tibet
6

Migrants
80

Afghanistan
19

Refugees
105

Pakistani
40

Chinese
26

Asylum seekers 25




